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  Welcome to the captivating world of the Rt. 66 Film Festival – an event that seamlessly merges the allure of cinema with the spirit of adventure. This festival stands as a celebration of storytelling, creativity, and cultural exploration, drawing filmmakers, enthusiasts, and cinephiles from all corners of the globe. With a nod to the legendary highway that symbolizes the essence of American road travel, the Rt. 66 Film Festival promises a cinematic journey like no other.























  
  
    
  









  ABOUT THE FESTIVAL
























  
  









  Moviemaker Magazine, in its spring 2008 issue, listed the Route 66 Film Festival as one of the 25 festivals worth the entry fee. Ours was also a featured festival at the 2009 International Film Festival Summit in Las Vegas.
The Route 66 Film Festival began in 2002. Its founder was inspired by Roger Ebert’s Film Festival which was established the year before, and chose to name the festival after the iconic road which runs through Springfield, Illinois. Beginning as part of the Mother Road Festival, celebrating the vehicles and history of the famous highway, it separated from the car show in 2003. In 2012 a six-member Board was formed. We have screened films from many countries, including Brazil, Canada, France, Germany, India, Iran, Italy, Poland, Spain, Switzerland, Turkey, and United States.
We celebrate diversity and welcome films of all lengths and genres. We look for good stories that inform and touch us. Judges select films for official awards, such as Best Animation, Best Experimental, Best Made in Illinois. This is a festival that has something for everyone.
Several films screened at our festival have subsequently received distribution on Netflix and gone on to be honored at other festivals. We are proud that three of the short films screened at our festival have also been nominated for Oscars.
This year, the Festival films will be screened online at Film Festival Flix for eleven days, November 3 through 13. A live awards event will be held on November 11, 2023. All award-winning films will be shown. Filmmakers are invited to attend, at no cost, and are encouraged to interact with other filmmakers and the audience.























  
  
    
  









  AWARDS & PRIZES
























  
  









  Trophies will be awarded for judges' choices in various categories including Best of Fest. The committee reserves the right to not present awards in all categories and to add categories for films that merit special recognition.
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  Tell the story you want.
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  rt66filmfestival
P.O. Box 5010
Springfield, IL 62701

route66filmfestival@gmail.com
























  
  









  Follow
Facebook
Twitter
Youtube























  
  









    

  
  

  


  


      
    


    
    

  